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when they came to look more nearly into their situation,
they were unable to conceive upon what it was founded.
To pass by land was impossible, as the way lay over high
mountains, through thick woods and deep rivers; and
they had not a single boat in their power, so that a pas-
sage by water seemed equally impracticable. But Drake,
whose penetration immediately discovered all the circum-
stances and inconveniencies of every scheme, soon de-
termined upon the only means of success which their con-
dition afforded them; and ordering his men to make a raft
out of the trees that were then floating on the river, offered
himself to put off to sea upon it, and cheerfully asked who
would accompany him. John Owen, John Smith, and two
Frenchmen, who were willing to share his fortune, em-
barked with him on the raft, which was fitted out with a
sail made of a biscuit-sack, and an oar, to direct its course,
instead of a rudder.

Then having comforted the rest, with assurances of his
regard for them, and resolution to leave nothing unat-
tempted for their deliverance, he put off, and after having,
with much difficulty, sailed three leagues, descried two
pinnaces hasting towards him, which, upon a nearer ap-
proach, he discovered to be his own, and perceiving that
they anchored behind a point that jutted out into the sea,
he put to shore, and, crossing the land on foot, was re-
ceived, by his company, with that satisfaction, which is only
known to those that have been acquainted with dangers
and distresses.

The same night they rowed to Rio Francisco, where
they took in the rest, with what treasure they had been
able to carry with them through the woods; then sailing
back with the utmost expedition, they returned to their
frigate, and soon after to their ship, where Drake divided
the gold and silver equally between the French and the
English.

Here they spent about fourteen days in fitting out their
frigate more completely, and then dismissing the Spaniards
with their ship, lay a few days among the Cabezas; while